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Introductory Note 

MILTON'S little play Comus, the first edition of 
which is herewith reproduced in facsimile, is the 
author's first book and, after Paradise Lost., is con- 
sidered his most important work. In this first edition, as 
will be seen, it is called simply " A Maske presented at 
Ludlow Castle," etc., and in the two collected editions of 
Milton's minor Poems published during his lifetime, the 
first in 1645 and the second in 1673, the title is the same. 
Comus, the name of one of the principal characters, was, it 
seems, given to the " Maske " by some later editor. 

At the time Comus was written and acted, " 1634, on 
Michaelmasse Night," the 29th of September, Milton was 
in his twenty-sixth year. Although he had already written 
a number of pieces both in English and Latin, only one 
had, apparently, been printed. This was his little poem of 
sixteen lines. An Epitaph on the Admirable Dramatick Poet, 
W. Shakespeare, which is found, but without author's name, 
among the prefatory verses in the Second Folio, printed in 
1632. 

Even when this little play was printed in 1637 Milton 
seems to have been diiEdent about acknowledging the 
authorship. It was very probably printed with his per- 
mission, as the motto on the title, from Virgil, was evi- 
dently selected by him. Masson paraphrases this : 

" Ah ! wretched and undone ! Myself to have brought 
The wind among my flowers ! ' ' 

The dedication, it will be noticed, is written and signed 
by H. Lawes, whose reason for printing is said to be " that 
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the often copying of it hath tir'd my pen to give my 
severall friends satisfaction." This Lawes was one of the 
most famous composers of music of the time in England, 
and it was under his direction and to his music that the 
" Maslce " was produced at Ludlow Castle. The occasion 
was the celebration of the entry of the Earl of Bridgewater 
upon the Welsh Presidency, and the place was the Great 
Hall of Ludlow Castle, in which, according to tradition, 
the elder of the two Princes murdered in the Tower had 
been proclaimed King, with the title of Edward V, before 
commencing his fatal journey to London. 

The play contains six speaking parts only. Of these, 
the most important, " The Attendant Spirit," was taken by 
Lawes, the director of the play and author of the music. 
The part of " The Lady " was taken by Lady Alice 
Egerton, youngest daughter of the Earl, then about fifteen 
years of age. The parts of the " Elder Brother " and the 
" Second Brother " were played by the two younger brothers 
of Lady Alice, Viscount Brackley, to whom this printed 
edition is dedicated, and Mr. Thomas Egerton. These two 
young noblemen had already had a taste of stage acting, 
having taken juvenile parts in Carew's Caelum Britannicum., 
which had been performed the previous February in the 
royal Banqueting-house at Whitehall, in which the King 
himself, Charles I, took part. 

The stage-copy, or one of them, perhaps in Lawes' own 
autograph, is still preserved in the library at Bridgewater 
House, and the music of five of the six songs, in Lawes' 
own autograph, is in the British Museum. 

An earlier draft of the poem in Milton's own handwriting 
is preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in that precious thin folio of forty-six pages (besides eight 
blank pages), mostly in Milton's own hand, and containing 
all but a few of the minor English Poems. 

The first edition is, needless to say, very rare, only one 
copy having been offered at auction in America. That, a 
fine one, bound by Matthews, brought ;^425.oo in the Ives 

[vi] 
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sale in 1891. A copy sold at Sotheby's in 1894, in the 
sale of the library of Sir Joseph Hawley, brought ;£^I23, 
and another in 1899, from the library of the Reiv. William 
Makellar, brought £1^0. This latter copy is now in the 
library of Mr. E. D. Church, of New York city. We are 
indebted to him for the privilege of making this facsimile. 

L. S. L. 
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A MASKE 

PRESENTED 

At Ludlow Caftfe, 

On <i5M[ichaelmaJJ~e night, hefore the 

Right Honorable, 

loHN ^arU of Bridgemter , Vicount'BK aohlYj 

Lord Trdfident of Wales , And one of 

His MAtESTiEsmoft honorable 

Privie CounicU. 
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TO THE RIGHT 

HO^O%AB.LE, 
lOHN Lord Vicomt BRACLY, 

Son and heire apparent to the Earle, 

My Lo rd. 

His Toem , Mch receivd its 
firU occafion of birth from jour 
felfcy and others ofyournoble 
familicy and much honour from 
your otvn Terfon in the performance, noiv 
returns againe to ma^ a finall dedication 
ofitfelfe tojOM, Jit hough not openly 
acknowledged by the Author , yet it u eu^ 
legitimate off-^ring , fo lolpely , and fb 
much dejired, that the often copying of 
it hath tird my pen to giye my fiyerall 

Jz friends 




The Epiftle DecJicatoric. 
fr'tends fatpifaSlm , and brought me to a 
necefiitie offrodkcing it to the^ public^- 
vierp • and now to offer it up in all rightfuU 
demotion to thoje faire hopes , and rare 
Endowments of jour much^promifing 
Ymthj which giye a full ajfurance , to all 
that k^ow you ^ of a future excellence. 
Liyejweet Lord to he the honour of jour 
3^me y and receive this as jour oivne, 
from the hands ofhtm, who hath bj many 
fayiours beene long obligdtojour moU 
honour d Tarents , and as in thisyepra^ 
fentationjour attendant Thyiiss^fo noK» 
in all reall exprefiion 

Yottr fdtfeftill , and moft 
hwnhle Seryant » 

H. Lawe5. 
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A MASKE 

PERFORMED BEFORE 

die P/aefident of VV ales 
at Ludlow, 1 <$ 5 4, 

The firft Scene difcovers a wild 
wood. 

Tie Atundant Spirit defcends or enters, 

BEforc the ftarrie threftiold of loves Court 
My manfion is , where thofc iramorral I /hapes 
Of bright aereall Spirits live infphear'd 
In Regions mild of calme and fereneaire. 
Above the (kioake and ftirre of this dim fpot 
Which men call Earth, and with loiv-thoughted carc 
Conffn'd, and pefter'd in this pin-fold here , 
Strive to keepe up a fraile, and feaverilh being 
Vnmindfull of the crownc that Vertue gives 
After this raortall change to her true Servants 
Amongfl: the enthroned gods on Sainted feats. 
Yet fome there be ti>at hy due ftcps aspire 
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To lay their Juft hands on that golden key 

That ape's the palace of JEtctaity : 

Tof fach my errand is, and but for fuch 

I would not foile t hefe pure ambrofial weeds . 

With the ranck vapoDrsof this Sin-worne mould. 

But to my task. Neptune be/ides the fway 
Of every fait Flood, and each ebbing Strcame 
Tooke in mylot'twixt high, andne.ither A'v<r 
Imperial rule of all the Sea-girt lies 
That like to rich, and various gemms inlay 
The unadorned bofomebftheDcepe, 
Which he to grace his ttibutarie gods 
By courfe commits to {everall government' 
And gives them.'Ieave to weare their Saphire^rowris, 
And weild their little trid(?nts, but thisf lie 
The greateft, and thebeft of ^11 the taaiiw 
He quitters. to his blu-hair'd deities, 
And'all this trail that frontsthe" falling Sun 
A noble Peere of liiicklc truft, and power 
Has in his charge,, with teraper'd awe to guide 
An old, and haoghtic Nation proud in Armes r 
Where his faire bff.f|)ring nurs'rin Princely Idre 
Are commihg to attend •^dr Fathers ftate. 
And new-entrufted Seepter , buttheirway 
Lies through the perplex't paths ofthfs dreare wood. 
The nodding horror of whoffe fliadre brows 
Threats the fSrlbme and wandtiti^ Paflingen. 
And here theirtender age might foffcf periJl 
But that by qu ek commahd from Sovcraigne/w^ 
I was difpatcht foir their defence, and guard, 
And liften why, for I will tell yeeuoviP 
Whatnevcr yet was heard iii T^e or Soag 
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EromoW, or moderpe Bard Johall^or b'owre. 
Bacchus that firft ftpm out the puipli Gcape 
Craffa'tthe fwset poyfon of mif-uJfedWine 
Afterthe Tufcan'Mztimx^ttansfotnCd 
Coafting, the TyrrkueOnoxc, as rhe wind$ lifted. 
On Circes lUm fell (jwho^nowcs' not c/rr^ 
The daughter of the Sun ^ wh'ofc (charmed Cap 
Whoever tailed loft his upright ihapc. 
And downward fellintd a grovlfng Swine j 
Thi$ Nymph thatgaz'd upop his cluftring locks 
With ivie berries wreath'd/atjd his blith youth 
Had by him, ere he parted thence;^a Son. 
Much like his Father j but his Mother moire. 
Whom therefore flie broyght up an^ Comus nam'd j 
Who ripe, and frolicjc of his full growae age 
Roavingthe Qdticjk, and iherim fields 
At laft betakes him to this ominous wood , 
Andinthick fheltcr of black fhades imbowr'd 
pxcells his Mother at her m^htie!Art 
Oifiing to every w^arie'TraYailcf 
His orient liquor in a Chfyftallglafle 
To quench the drouth d^Phehus, which as they taft 
(For moft doe taft through fond intemperate thirft) 
Soone as the Potion :^orks,theirh'Hmanecount^aiQc<£ 

Th'ciprefle refenablahce of the gods js cbang'd 
Into fome.brutifli forme of Wolrc, or Bcare 
Or Ounce, oc Tiger,' Hog, or bearded Go^t, 
All other parts rem'aining as they were , 
And they , To perfed ifl tlieir nvifcrie , 
Not once perceive their foule disfigurement,- 
But boaft themfelves more comely then betof e 
And all their friend?! aiid native home forget 
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To loufe wM> f^eafttfc in^fijnfiiall ftle. 
Thcrefbrie when any fayour'd of high l$vt 
Chances to pafle ihroi^h this adventrous glade, 
Swift as the Sparkleofa glancing Starre 
I fijoote from heay'n toeiac him fafe convoy, 
Asnow I doe : hut firiFlfnuft put off 

The'femy skierobesip^oi^'^^^-^''*^ vvooffe. 
And take the weeds and likeneffe ofa S waine, 
That to the fervice of this^houfe belongs, 
Who with his foft Pipe, and fraooth-dittied Song, 
Well knows to ftillthe wild winds when they roare. 
And huflj the waving woods,nor of lefle faith, 
Aodin this office of bisMbuntaine watch, 
JLikelieft, and neerefttothe prefentaide 
Of this oceafion. But I heare the ttead 
Of hateful! {leps» I niuft be^rie wleflc nov^. 

Comus mten with a Charming rod mpntJ hand, 
flit Glaff"^^ iif thijif other , with him < rOHt (^ 
iMonfiers headed like, fundrji^ forts ofmld€BO^s^ 
but Dthermfe like <Me»and WomeHf their df fared 
glijlringy they come iu making a riotous and vitrti* 
ly Koife, with Torches in their hands, 

Comm<r The ftarre that bids the Sheplieard fold. 
Now the top ofheav'n doth hold. 
And the gilded Garreof Day 
His glowing Axle doth allay,. 
In the ftcepe K^tlantik ftreame, 
And thrflope Sun his upward beamc 
Shoots againft the duskie Pole , 
Pacing toward the other gole 
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Cfhis Chare&cr iotlicEaft. 

Meanc while wejcome Joy, and Fc^^ 

Midnight flioi^and revelrie, 

Tipffe dance, and JoHitic, 

Braid y out Lec^s" with irofie Twine, 

Dropping odours, dT<^pirtg Wihc. 

Rigor now is gone to bed. 

And Advice with fcrupuloushead , 

Strict Age, and fowre Severitia 

With their graue Sawes in flumber iie. 

We that are of pUicr feie,' 

Jmmitate the ftarrie quire. 

Who intheii: nightly watehfuU Sphearcs , 

Lead in Twift round the Months ah d Yearcs, 

The Sounds^ and Seas with all \Mm fihnie'aroye. 

How to the Moone in wavering Morrice move. 

And on thc,tawny iandsandihelves. 

Trip the pert Fairies and the dapper EIvcss 

By dimpled Brooke, a:nd Fountainebrimv 

The Wood-nymphs deckt with daifiestrim^ 

Their merry wakes, and paftimes kcepc. 

What hath night to doe with fleepe f 

Night hath better fiveetstoprOvei 

Venus now wakes> and wakens £ove* 

Comeict us our rights begin 

'Tis onelydayJight that makes Sin 

Which thefe dim fliades will ne're report. 

Haile Goddefle of Nofturnall fport 

Dark- valid Co?j^/tf, t'whom thefecret ffame 

Of mid.night Torches burnesj myfteriousDame 

That ne'rc at caird, but when the Dragon wobnsc 

Of Stygian darkneflc fpets. her thickieft gloomc 

-A 3 Aai 



And maltes one blot of all thcaire , 

Stay thy clowdic Ei>m chviire^, 

Wherein thou rld'ft with Hecap', and befriend 

Vs thy vow'd Priefts, till utraoft end 

Of all thy dues be done, and none left out 

Ere the blabbing Eaflerue fcout 

The nice Morne on th.' InJian, fteepe 

From her cabin'd Joop hole pe<^e. 

And to the tel-tale Sun difcry 

Our conceai'd Solemnity. 

Come, knit hands, and beate the ground 

In a light- fantaftick round. 

Breajce ojfF, bjrcake oiF, I feele the different pace 
Of foraerhaft footing neere about this ground^ 
Run to your fhrouds, within thefe Brakes, and Trees 
Our numboc may affright : .Some Virgin fure 
(For fo I can diftinguifli by mine Art) 
Benightedin thefe woods. Now-tomycharmes 
And to my wilie trains, I fliall e'relong 
Be well ftock't with as fairc a Heard as graz'd 
About tny Mothpr Circe. Thus I hurle 
My dazling Spells into the fpungie aire 
Of power to cheatc the eye with bleare illufion, 
Aiid give it falfe prefentments, left the place 
And my queint habits breed aftonirtiment , 
A nd put the Damfelto fufpicious flight, 
Which muftnot be^for that's againft my coutfe ; 
I under faire pr^tents of friendly ends, 
And jvej plac't words of glozin? courteCe 
Baited wkh reafoas^notiu^hufible 

Wind 
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Wind me into the e^fie hearted man , 
And hag him imofnares ; when once her eye 
Hath met the vet tue of this Magick duft , 
I fhall appeare Ibme harmieiTe Villager 
Whom thrift keepesup about his Country geare 
But here (he comes, I fairly ftep afide 
And.hearken , if I may , her buifneffe here. 

T&e Ladie enters. 

This way the noife was, if mine eare be true 

My beft guide now, me thought it was the found 

Of Riot, and ill manag'd Merriment, 

Such as, the jocohd Flute, orgamefome Pipe 

Stirs up among the loofe unleter'd Hinds 

When for their teeming Flocks, and granges full 

In wanton dance they praifc the bounteous Pan, 

And thanke the gods amifle. I fliould be loath 

To meet tterudenefle, and fwill'd infolence 

Of fuoh lat^ Wiflailers ; yet 6 where elfe 

Shall I informe my unacquainted feet 

In the blin^ mazes of this tangled wood i 

My Brothers when they faw rae wearied out 

With thislpng way ,Yefolving hereto lodge 

Vnderthe fpreading favour of thefe Pines 

Stept as they fe'd to the neit Thicket fide 

To bring me Berries, or fuch cooling fruit 

As the kind hofpitable woods provide. 

They left me then, when the gray-hooded Ev'n 

Like a fad Votarifl in Palmers weeds* 

Rofe from the hindmofl: wheels of Phahtis waine. 

But where they are, and why they came not bade 

Is now the labour of my thoughts, 'tis likelieft 

They 
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They had ingag'd-their wandrtt^ fteps too &r. 
And envious darknefTc^ie're they could retuthe, 
Hadilolne them frotn>me , elfe 6 theevifh Night 
Why iliouldft thou, bat for fome fellonious end 
In thy darke Ianj:ei:nethU$cJo(e up the.Stars, 
That nature hdnginHeav'n, knd fiU'd their lamps 
With cverlafting oifeio give due light 
To the mifled , and lonely Travailcr. 
This is the place, as well ais ^may gocfle 
Whence even now the tumult of loud Miitb 
Was rife, "and perfe<5t in my Uftening eare., 
Yet nought but fingle darkncfle doe I. find. 
What might this be i a thoufa^d faritafes 
Begin to throng into my memorie 
Of caHing?fl5ape$,and.b.eckning fliadows dire. 
And ayrie tongues j' that fyllable, mens names 
On Sands, and Shoars ,and deferr Wildernefles. 
Thefe thoughts may ftartle wcllj but not aftound 
The vcrtuousimind, that ever walks attended. 
By a ftrong fiding champion Confcience. -4— . 

welcome pure- ey'd Faith, white-handedHopfe 
Thou flittering Angel girt with golden wing*^ 
And thou unblenji(h't.forme of Chaftitie 

1 fee yee vifibly, :^nd now^beleeve 

That he, the Supreme good, t'whom alUhingsill 
Are but as flavilli officers of vengeance 
Would fend a gUftring Guardian if need wer£ 
To keepe my life, and honour unaffail'd. 
Was I deceiv'd , or did a fable cloud 
Turne forth her filver lining on the night e 
I did not erre, there does a fables cloud 
Tume forth her filver lining on the night 
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And cafts a gleame over this tufted Grove. 
I cannot hallow ta my Brother's , Imc 
Such noire as lean make to beiieard ferdeft 
He venter, for my new ehliv'nd fpiritS 
Prompt mci and they perhaps ai^c n^t farre off. 

Sw€€t seb6 , fweetefl Nymph that tiv'fi unfeem 
Within thy ayrieJheS 

Byjltw Meander's margextgreene^ 
%^nd in the vieict-imbraider'd vde 

when the loveJonte Nightingale 
Nightly to thee her fid Song mourneth tfiU, 

Canii thsii not teU me of n gent h Paire 
That Ukeft thy Narciflus vt;-^? 

O if thou have 
Hid ikem jnfomeflowrie Cave, 
Tell yne 4}ut where 
Sweet ^een ofParlie, Daughter efthe SphaiTc, 
So main thou betranjlated to the skies , 
And give refunding grace to allHeav'ns Harmonies^ 

Com. Can any mortaU mixttrre of Earths mould 
Breath fuch Divine incharfting. ravithment? 
Sure fomething holy lodges in that breft. 
And with thefe raptures moves the vocal aire 
To teflifieh^s. hidden rcfidence; 
How fweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of Silence, through the emptie-vaiiltednlght 
At every fail fmoothing the Raven downe 
Of darkneffe tiljfliefmil'd •* I have oft heard 
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My mother Circe with the SiretKnthrec 

Amidft the flowrk-kirtj'd Nuades. 

Culling their Potent hearbs , and bjiIefuU drugs 

Who as they fung , wOuld take the prifon'd foule 

And lap k. in Eljfmm, Sc-ylia wept. 

And chid her barking waves into attention , 

And hWcharjhdis murmUrM foft applaufe : 

Yet they in pleafing flumber luU'd the fenfe 

And in iweet m^dnefTe rob'd it of it fclfe. 

But fuch a facred, and home-fek delight^ 

Such lober certairtty of' waking blifie 

I never heard till now. lie Ipeake to her 

And (he fliall be my C^eene. Haile forreine wonder 

Whom certaine thefe rough fhades 6xd never breed 

Vnleffe the Goddenc-thst io lurallihrine 

Dwell'ft here mx^Pang or Silvan, by bleft Song 

Forbidding every bleake unkindly Fog 

To touch the profperous growth of this tall wood* 

La. Nay gentle Shepherd ill is loft that praife 
That is addrcft to unattending Ea res 4 
Not any boaft of skill, but extrcanie ihift 
How to regaine my fever'd companie 
Compcird me to awake the courteous Echo- 
To gke me dnfwet from her moflie Couch. 
Ca»' What chance good Ladie hath bereft yCuthus i 
La, Dim daricneflc> and this leavtc Labyrinth". 
Co. Could that divide you from neere-ufliering 
La. They leftme weary onagrafficterfe. (guidesf 
Co. By fal{hood,ordifcourlefic,orwhy^ 
La. To feeke i'th vally (bme coble friendly Spring, 
Co, And left ycm faire fi<fc-a!I unguarded Ladie i 
La. They were but twain, & parpos'^ quick return. 
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Co, Perhaps fbre-ftalling night prsevented them.'' 
La. Howeafie my uiisfortane isjto hit I 
Co. I mports their lofle, beiide the prjefent need i 
La. No lefle th^nit I ihould my brothers lofe, 
Co. Wetc they ot mgnly primCjOr youthful bloom? 
La, As fmooth i^Hthe's their unrazord lips. 
Co. Two iiJch 1 faw, what time the labour'd Oxe 
In his loole traces from the furrow came , 
And the fwink't hedger at his Supper fate j 
I faw them under agreene mantling vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon fmall bill , 
Pluckii^ ripe clutters from the tender flioots. 
Their port was more then humainej asthcy flood, 
I toodce itf bi: a faerie vifion 
Of fome gay creatures of the element 
That in the colours of the Rainbow live 
And play i'th plighted clouds , I was aw-ftrookc j 
And as I paft, I worfliiptj if thofe you feekc 
It wefe a iourny like the path to hcav'n 
To helpe you find them. La. Gentle viriagcr 
What readieft way would bring me to that place ? 
Co. Due weft it rifes from this fhrubbic point. 
La. To find out that good (hepheard I rappolc 
In fuch a fcant allowance of ftarre light 
Would overtask the beft lahd-pilots art 
Without the fure^uefle of wcil-pra<5ti2'd feet 

Co. I know each lane, and every alley grcenc 
Dingle , or buftiie dell of this wild wood. 
And every boskiebburne from ffdeto fide 
My dayhe walks^adaflcient neighbourhood. 
And if yourflray attendance be yet lodg'd 
Or Ihroud within jthele limits, I ftirfU know 
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Ere morrow walce , or the low-roofted larkc 

From her thach't palate rowfe, if otherwifc- 

I can condu^ you Ladle to a low 

But loyall cottage , whcr? you may t»e fafe 

Till fujrthcr qudtV La^ Shepheard I cake thy word. 

And truft thy honeft offer'd courtefic. 

Which oft is fooner found in- lowly flieds 

With ftnoakic rafters, then in tapftrie halls. 

And courts of Princes, where it ^fiift was nam'd. 

And yet is moft prsetcndcd ; in a plaee 

Lefle warranted then this, or lefle (ecure 

I cannot te, that I fliould fearc to change it, 

Eye oiebjeft Providence,, and fquare my triall 

To my propoftioa'd flTcngth..,5hephcard lead on.— 

''The wo Brothers. 

Etdiy9. Vnmu^e yec faint ftarSjattdthou fair moon 
That wontft to Jove the travailers benizon 
Stoope thy pale vifage rbrough an amber cloud 
And difinherit. Cha9S;X]xali raigns t)ere 
In double nightof darknefle, and of (hades ; 
Or if your iiuinencebe quite dammM up 
With black uiurpitfgm jus, Tome geiiiletiaper 
Though a lufli candlcfirom the wicker hole 
Of foiiie clay habitation vifit us 
Wltli thy long levell'd rule of ftreaming light 
And thou (halt be our ftarre of x^rcadie 
Or tjrian Cyttoftarc. 2 Bro. Or if ourcyc$ 
Be barr'd that happineflle, might we bur hear* 
The folded flocks pep'd in theii* waded cotcs^ 
Orfoundof paftorai reed with oaten Oops, 
Or whiftlc from the Lodge, or village C4>c4c 
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Countthe fiight watches to his feathcricDamcs, 
T' would bt lomc folace yet , £bme little cheating 
In this cjofe dungeon of innumcrous bowes. 
But 6 that haplcffe virgin our loft fifter 
Where may fhc wander nov? ^ whcthct betake her 
From the chill dew,amongft rude burs and thiftles 3 
Perhaps fome cold banke is her boulftcr now 
Or 'gainft the rugged barke of fome broad Elme 
Leans her unpiilow'd head fraught whh fad fears. 
"What if in wild amazement, arid affright 
Or while we fpeake within the direfull grafpc 
Of Savage hunger, or of Savage heat^ 

bU: bre. Peace brother, be not over exquifitc 
To caft the fafliion of uncertalnc evils ^ 
Tor grant they be fo, while they reft unknownc 
What ne?d a man foreftall his date of gricfe 
And run to meet what lie would nr.oft avoid i 
Of if they be but falfc alarms of Feare 
How bittcf is fuch felfc-delufion f 
I doe not thinke my fifter fo tofeekc 
Or fo unprincipl'd in vertues book 
And the fweet peace that goodncfle boforas ever 
As that the fingle want of light , and noife 
(Not being in danger ,,as I traft ftie is not) 
Could Itir the conftant mood of hercalme thoughts 
And put them into mifbecomming plight, 
Vertue could fee to doe what vertue would 
By her owne'radiant liglift, though Sun and Mood 
Were in the flat Sea funck , and WifdcMns felfc 
Oft feeks to (weet retired Solitude 
Where with her beft nurlc Contempktion 
She plumes her feathers, and letsgrow her wings 

C s That 
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Thatin the various buftlc of rcfort 
Were all to ruffl'd , and fometitnes impaired. 
He that has light within his o wne clcere brcft 
May fit i'th center, and enjoy bright day. 
But he that hides a darke foule , and foulc thoughts 
Benighted walks underthe mid-day Sua, 
Hiraielfeis his owne dungeon. 

2. Bre. 'Tis morft true 
That mufing meditation moftaffc^s 
The Penfive fecrecic of defcit cell 
Farre from thecheercfull haunt of roe«i , and heards. 
And fits as fafeas in a Senathoufe 
For who would rob an Hermit of his weeds 
His few books, or his beades , or maple di(h, 
Or doe his gray hairs any violence i 
Butbeautie like the faireHefperian tree 
Laden with.blooming gold , had need the guard 
Of dragon watch with unkchanted eye 
To fave her bloflbms , and defend her fruit 
From the rafh h^nd of bold Incontinence. 
You may as well fpread outthe unfun'd heaps 
Ofmifers treafure by an outlaws den 
And tell me it is fafc, asi)id me hope 
Danger will winkc on opportunitie 
And let a firiglehelplefle mayden paflfe 
Vninjur'd in this wild furrounding waft« 
Of night, or lonelynefleit recks me not 
I feaie the dred eventsthat dog them both, 
left fame ill greeting touch attempt the perfbn 
Of our unowned fiftcr. 

Eld. Bro. I doe not brofher 
Inferrc,asif I thoughtmy fiftersRatc 

Secure 
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Secure without all doubt , or controvcr fie : 
Yet where an cquall poife of hope , arui fcare 
Does arbitrate th'cvent ,.my nature is 
That I erjclineto hope , rather then feare 
And gladly baniflifquint fufpicion. 
My After is notfodefencelefle left 
As you imagine , flic has a hidden fttength 
"Which you remember not, 

2. ^y^./yv hat hidden ftrength 
Vnleffcsche ftrength of heav'n , if ftieane that ? 

Eld. Bro. I meane that toojbut yet a hidden ftrength 
W hich if heav'n gave it ^ may be term'd her owne : • 
'Tischaftitie, my brother, chaftitie ; 
She that has that, is clad in corapleat fteele , 
And like a quiver'd nymph witharroweskeene 
May trace huge forrefts , and unharbour'd heaths 
Infamous hills , and fandie periilous wilds 
Where through the facred rays of chaftitie 
No favage fierce , bandite , or mountancf tcf 
Will dare to foyle her virgin puritie 
Yea there, where very defblation dwells 
By grots , and caverns fl}ag'd with horrid fhades^ 
She may pa(re on with unblench't majeftie 
Be it not done in pride, or in prefiimption. 
Some iay jno evill thing that walks by night 
In fog, or fire, by lake , or moorifli fen 
Blew meager hag, or ftubhorne unlay d ghoft 
That breaks his magicke chaines at curfeu time 
No goblin, or fwart Faerie of the mine 
Has hurrfijll power ore true virginity. 
Doeyee beleeve me yet , or ftiall I call 
Antiquity from the old fchools of Greece 

To 



To teftific the amies o£ Ghafiklef 

Hence had the hiJntrefle !>/>» her df ed bow 

pairc filver-fliafted Queene for ever chaft 

Wherewith we tam'd the brinded lionefle. 

And fpotted mountaine pard , but fet at nought 

The frivolous bolt of <i»p/V, gods and men 

Fear'd her fterne frowJie,& (he was queen oth' woods, 

What was that foakie headed Ctrgm flieild 

That wife MinervA wore 5^ unconquer'd virgin 

Wherewith fhefreez'd he;r foes to coogeal'd fionef 

But rigid looks of Chkft aufter itie 

And noble gr^e that dafli'c brute violence 

With fudden adoration , andbJancke aw. 

So deare to heaV'n is faintly chaftitie 

That\vheii a foule is found fincerely fo., 

A thoufand liyeriedvangels Jackie her 

Driving farre offeach thing of finne, and guilt, 

And incleeredreanie, and ibkmne viCiott 

Tell her ofthings thaf no grojfle earecan heare. 

Till oft converfe with heav'nly habitants 

Begin to call a bearae on th' outward fhape 

The unpolluted temple- of the mind 

And tiiriies it by degrees to -the fouls eflcncc 

Till all bee niade immortalli but when lufl 

By unchafl look$,loofe geftiires, and foule talke 

But moft by leud ,,and lavifh ad of fin 

tets in defilement to the inwrard parts , 

The foule grow.es clotted by contagion , 

Imbodie;, and imbrutes , till fhe quite loofe 

Thcdivincpropertle of her firft being. 

Such are thofe thick , and gloomie (hadows damp 

Qft fccne in Charnell vaults, and Sepulche,rs 

Hovering, 
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Hovering, and fitting by a bcw macfe grave 
As loath to. leave the body that it 1ov*d, 
And link'tit felfcby carhali Icnfualitie 
To a degenerate and degraded ftate. 

2 Bro. How charming is divine Philpfophic ! 
Not harfli, and crabbed as dull fools fuppofe, 
BDt muficall as is AfoUo's lure. 
And a perpetuaJl feaft of ne(5iar'd fweets 
Where no crude furfet raigns. Ebhro. Llft,Uft I hearc 
Some farre oflP hallow breake the filenf aire, 

2 Bro. Me thought fo too, what fliould it be ? 

Eld: bro. For certaine 
Either fome one like us night founder'd here. 
Or elfc fome neighbour wood man, or at worft 
Some roaving robber calling to his fellows. 

2 Bro. Hcav'nkeepernyfifterjagenageAandneere, 
Bcft draw , and ftand upon our guard. 

Eld: bro. He hallow.. 
If he be friendly he comes well, if not 
Defence is a good caufe,and Heav'n be for yxs» 

The attendmt Sprit hAblted like ajhefhedrd. 

That hallow I fhould know, what are you, fpeake. 
Come not too ncere, you Fall on iron flakes elfe. 
Spr. WhatYoice-is thatsmy yong Lord^ fpeak agcn. 
a Bro. O brother 'tis my father Sliepheard /lire. 
Eld: bro. Thyrfis? whofeartfiill drains have oft dc- 
The huddling brook to beare his madrigale , (layd 
And fwcet^n'd every muSVrofe of the dale, 
How cam's thou heregood Swaine, hanh any ram 
Slip't from the fold , or yong kid loft his dam. 
Or flrraggling weather the pent flock forfook , 

D How 
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Hovycouldft thon find this darfee fequeftcr'd nooJc f 
Spir. O my lov'd maftors heire, and his next joy 
I came not here on fuch a triviall toy 
As a ftrayd Ewe, or to purfue the-flralth 
Of pilfering wolfe, not all the fleecie weakK 
That doth enrich tfeefe downs is worth a thoi^ht 
To this my errand, and tlie <:are it brought* 
But 6 my virgin Ladiewherei^lbe , 
How chance ihe is not in yoiar cdmpanie f 

Eld.'ko JTo tell rheefadly fliiepheard,withaut blame 
Or pur negledi, we^loft her -as wee came.^ 
Spiri Aye me unhappic theamy fears are true. 
eU: hro. What fears good Thjrfis? prethec brieSy 
Spr._ lie tell yovt^ 'tis not vainc, or fabulotis {flrew. 
(Though fo efteem'd by fliallow ignorance) 
What the fage Poets taught by th'heav'nly Mufe 
Storied of old in high immortaW verfc 
Of dire Chimems and incbanted lies 
And rifted rocks whofc entrance leads to hclJ, 
For fuch there be, but mbdiefe is blind. 

Within thcnavillof this hideous wood 
Immur'd in cypreffe fhades a Sorcerer dwells 
OfSMckus, and of Cirffe borne, great C^muf^ 
, Deepe skill'din all his mothers witcheries. 
And here to every diirftie wanderer 
3^ flic enticement gives his banefull cjip 
With many murmurs mixt, whofe pleafing poifbn 
The vifage quire transforms of him that drinks. 
And the inglorious likeneffc of a beaff 
Fixes inftead , unmouldingTcafons mintage 
Chara<aer'dinthe facej this have Ilearn't 
Tending ray flocks hard by i'th hilly crofts 

That- 
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JThat brow thi^bottome glade ^ whcsce night by fiight 

He and his monflipus rout are heard to howlc 

Like ftabl'd wolves, or tigers at their prey 

■Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 

In their obfcuicd haunts of inmoft bowres. 

Yet have they many baits, and guilcfull fpells 

T'inveigle , and invite th'onwarie feafe 

Of them that pafle unweetingby the way. 

This evening late by then the chewing flocks 

Mad ra'nc their fupper on the favourie herbe 

Of Knot-grafs dew-befprentj and were in fold 

I fate me downe to watch upon a bank 

With ivie canopied, and interwove 

tvith flaunting horiy.fuckle, and began 

Wrapt in a pleafing fit ot melancholy 

To meditate ray rural m:inftrelfie 

Till fancic had her fill, but ere a dole 

The wonted rpase v^'as up amidft the woods. 

And filld the aire with barbarous diSbnatKC 

Ac which I«eas't,andliften'd them a while 

Till anunufoall ftop of fudden filence 

Gave refpit to the drowfie frighted fteeds 

That draw the Ktter of dpfe-curtain'd flecpc. 

At 1^ a foityaad-folcnahe breathing found 

Rofc like a fteapje of rich diftill'd Perfiimes 

And jftoic upon the aire, that even Silence 

Was tooke e're flie^was ware , and wifli't (he might 

Deny her, nature, and be never more 

Srili to be fo difplac't. I vi^as all eare , 

And took inflraios that might create a foule 

Viider the ribs of Death , but 6 ere long 

Too well I ciid perceive it was the voice 

D 2 Of 
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Of ■my moft honoured Lady your deare Met. 
Amaz d I ftood, harrovy'd with griefeand fcare,' 
And 6 poere haf IcfTe ai^htingale thought I 
How fweet thou fing'-ft , how neerethe deadly fnare I 
Then downethe lawns I ran with headlong haft- 
Through paths, and turnings often trodby day 
Till guided by mine cate I found the place 
Where thatdamd wifardhidin fliedifguifc 
(For fo by certain figns I knew) had met. 
Alrcadie, ere my bdl (peed could praevent 
The aidlefle innocent Liadie his wim't prey. 
Who gently ask't if he bad feene fuch two 
Suppofing him feme neighbour .villager 5 
Longer Ldurit not flay, but foone I gucfs't 
Yee were the two fl^e mean'r, witbthat I fprung 
Into fwift flight tint had found ydu here, 
Butfartherknowlnot: ' iBro. O night and (hades- 
How aire yee joyn'd withbell in triple knot 
Againft fh'unarm^d^eaknefleOf one virgin 
Alone, and helpjelTe iiSfchisthe confidence 
You gave rne brother ^ Bid: hro^. Yes^and keep it flill^ 
Leane on it faftiy, not a period 
Shall be-unfaid for me s 'againft the> threats 
Of malic?e or of (brcerie, or (hat power 
which erring men call Chance,, this I hold iitme j 
Vertue, m^be afTail'd , but never hurt , 
Surpriz'dby unjuft for<e , but not enthrall'd , 
Yea even that Which mifchiefe meanttooft harme j 
Shall in the happictriallprove moft glorifr* 
But evill on it felfe (hallbacke mcoyle- 
And mixe no more withgoGdne(fe,^vhenatlaft 
Gaihe/d like fcum , and fctl'dto it felfe. 

It 



Itfliall bcein eternall refttcflt change 

Selfe fed , and felfe c6infuin'd,if this Mk 

The piilar'd firmament is rottenneffe, 

And earths bafebuiit on ftubble. But come let's on 

Againft-th' opppfing will and arraeof hcav'n 

May never this juft word be lifted up^ 

But for that damn'dmagician,let him be girt 

"With all the greifly legions that troope 

yndcr thefootierflagof L^f^fr«» , 

Uarpyies and Hydra'y ^otsSi themonftrousbugs 

'f wixt f^friea j>afld ladt^ lie find him out 

And force him ^oreftorehispurchafe backe 

Or drag him by thecurles , and cleave-his fcalp& 

Bpwne to the hipps^ 

Spir. Alas good vchtrous youth, 
I love thy courage yet, -and bold Eniprife, 
Bpt here thy fword can doe thee little ftead, 
Farre other arms, and other weapons muft 
Be thofe that qucll'themight of hcllilh charms. 
He with his bare wand can nnthred thy joynts 
And crumble all thy finewes. 

Eld. Bro. Why prethee fliepheard 
How durft thoiithen thy felfeapproacb io neere 
As to make this relation i 

Spr^_ Care and utmoft (hifts- 
How to ftcure the tadie frbmfurprifall 
Brought to my mind a cerraineihepheard lad 
Of fmall regard to (ee to, yet well skill'd 
In every veiftoous plant ,.and healingiierbe 
Thatfpreds her verdant leafe toth' morning ray , 
He lov'd me lyell , and oft would beg me fing. 
Which when I did, he ojithe tender gralTe 
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WouW fit, and hearketieven to extaGe , 

And in rcquitall q)e fits leaCber'n fcrip, 

And flievv meCimplemBstthmikad manes 

Tellii^theii: ftrange, and vigpcous fecidtieSj 

Amongft the reft a fnoail anfi^tty root , 

But of divine efifeftj hd cuU'Ameoiatj 

Theleafe was'darkkhjand had prickles'onlt , 

But in another Countjie jas hc^d , 

Bore a bright golden flowre,, butaor iti this fbylc : 

Vnknowhe,and like efteera'd, andthcdiill ftvayne 

Treads on it dayly with his douted {hooflc. 

And yet more nvcd'cinallisictiienthat ^^a^' 
That ffertfies once to wife ^^J^f gavo, 
He call'd it H^mony , and gave it me 
And bad mc keepe.it a$.of fbveraineufe 
Gainft all inchantmcnts ,. mildew blaft3^,or <Jamp 
Or gaftly furies apparition j 
I purf t it up , but little rcck'ning^made 
Till now Ibat this extremity compell'd. 
But now I find ittriie , for by this-means 
I knew the foule inchanterthough difgmf d, 
Enter'd the very limetwigs of his fpell^ 
And yet came offjif you have this about you 
( As I \yill give you when wee gQC>you Jtnay 
Boldly aflfault the necromancers hall , 
Where if he be, wi^ dauatlefle hardihood 
And brandiih't blade ruflion him , breake his glafle, 
Andfted the lufhiousHquoronrfw ground 
But feafc his wand , though he and his curft crew 
Fcirce figpeof baJjailemakeyand ma^acc high. 
Or like the fons of ^«/r4» vomit fmoake , 
Yet will they foonc retire, if he but ihrinkc 
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Eld. Bro, T&frfslesd onapacc lie follow thc^ 
And Tome good angeU beaife a ih6iidbef<M€ m. 

7 he Scene Changes to afiatelj palace fet out with all 
marintr of'Micionfnfe , fift rmfckty tables fhred 
rrith all dainties 4 C^musap^eof^esmthhii rdbUi 
andtheLadiefitinaninchamedehairetowhsm he 
offers hisgl&ffet tvhi^h fie ftttsh'^^and goes about 
tO' rife, 

Comus. Nay Eadie fit; if I but wave thiswand j 
Your nervs arc all chain'd up in alablafter, 
And you a ftatue 5 or as D^/^^e was 
Roocbound that fled ^^^, 

La. Fooledoenotrboafl^, 
Thou cwifl: not touch the freedoms of my mind 
Wkhall thy charms jakhough this corporall rind 
Thotthaft imsnanacl'd , lyhile hcav'n fees good. 

Co. Whyairyou vesct L»dic>why doe you frowne r 
Here dwell no frowns^^nor anger, fromthefe gates 
Sorrow flies fanre : feetierebeaMthcpIeaifurs 
That fancie canbeget on youthiul! tkwghts 
When the hrfti blood grows lively, and retuffls 
Brisk as the A^fii buds in priiwofe tealbn* 
And firft behold this cordial 'julep hes« 
That fiatnesj'iand dances in his cryftall bounds 
With fpiritsofbalmc, and fragrant fyropsmixt* 
Not that 'Nepenthes which thc-wifc of 71/^Wtf 
In JiLgyfi gave to lo'ue. borne Heiem-i , 
Is oFfuch power to ^ftirre up joy- as this. 
To life fo friendly, or focoolcto thirft. 
Why fliould you oc fo crucll to your felfi?> 



Afld to thofe daintie Umms which nature knf 
For gentle ufage, and foft delicade? 
But you invert the cov'nants of her trtifl: , 
Atjd harfiily deals Hkc. an ill borrower 
With thac which you jeceiv'd oaother termcs. 
Scorning the yoexcmpt eonditioh. 
By which all mortall Frailty nauft fubfi'ft, 
Refrefliment after toile, eafe after paine, 
That have been tir'd all day without repaft , 
Andtiracly reft have wanted, but ^ire virgin 
This will reftore all foone. 

La. T'will not falfe traitor, 
T'wiU not reftore the truth and honeftie 
That thou haft banifli't from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and.the fafe abode 
Thou told'ft me off what grim afp€<3s are thefe, 
Thefc ougly-hcaded mOnftersiT Mercie guard me '. 
Henc? with thy brewd inchahtmcnts foule deceiver. 
Haft thou betray'd my credulous innocence 
With vifor'd falftiood , and bafe forgerie , 
And wouldft thou feek againe to trap me here 
With lickerifli baits fit to enfnare a brute i 
Were it a draft for Turn when fhe banquets 
I would nottaft thy treafpnous offer ; none 
But fueh as are good men can give good things, 
And that which is notgood , is not delicious 
To a welrgovern'd and wife appetite. 

Co. O foolithneflcof nien 1 thadend their eares 
To thofe budge doctors of the Smck furre. 
And fetch their precepts from the Cy-ttick tub, 
Praifing the leane, and fallow Abftinence, 
Wherefore didNaturepowre her bounties forth 

With 
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With fuch a full a&d tiawithdrawing hand , 
Covering the earth wit|i odours, fruits, and Hocks 
Thronging the feas with fpawne innumerable 
But all to pleafe, and (ate the curious cad i 
And fet to work millions of fpinning worms, 
That in their green fliops weave the fmooih-h^r'd filk 
To deck her S6ns, atid that no comer might 
Be vacaftt of her pkntie, iii her bwne loyfts 
She hurch't th'all worihipt ore, arid precious gems 
To ftore her children with j if all the world 
Shouldin a pet of temperance feed on Pulfe, 
Drink tHe clear ftreame, and nothing weare but Frcizej, 
Th'all-giver would be unthank't, would be unprais'dj 
Nothalfe his'riches known j-andy^t delpis'd. 
And we fhould ferve him as a grudging mafter, 
Asa penurious niggard of his wealth , 
And live like Natures baftards, not her fon% 
Who would be quite furcharg'd with her own W<%ht, 
And ftrangl'd with her ' waft fertilitie -, ( plumes, 
Th'eanh cumber'd^, and the wing'd aire dark't with 
The heards would ovcr*inuItitude their Lords , 
The lea ore-fraught would f well , and th'unfought^ia* 
Would fo emblaze the forehead of rfieXJeepy. (mfbrids 
And (b beftudde with ftars that they below 
Would grow inurld to light, andcomeat laft 
To gaze iipoh-thc Sun^wrthftamelefs brows. 
Lift Ladie be not coy, and be not co{en?d 
With that {ame-vaunt0dnamc Virginitie, 
Bcautie is naltures ooine^ liiuft hot be hdorded, 
But muft be cijrrant, and thego^d thereof 
Confifts in mutiiall and part^en blJ/Te, 
Vhfavourie in th'injoyaient of it fclfe 

E 1* 



If you let (lip time , Kkc a negleded itofe 
It withers on the ftalke with languifli't head.. 
Beautie is rfatures b.rag , and muft be Aownc 
In courts , at feafts , and high folcmnities 
Where liioft naay wonder at the workmanfhip-; 
It is £of homely features to keepe home, 
They had their name thence j courfecomplesaons 
And cheeks of forrie graine willferve to ply 
The fampler,and to teize the hufwifes wooll. 
What need a vermeil-tindur'd lip for that 
Love- darting eyes, or trefTes like the Morne 
There was another meaning in thefe gifts ? 
Thinke what , and be adviz'd, you are but yong yet; 

La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In thjs unhallow'd aire, but that this Jugler 
Would thinke to charme my judgement, as mine eyes 
Obtruding falfe rules pranckt in reafons garbe.. 
I' hate when vice can bolt her argumeiJts 
And vertue has no tongue to check.hiJr pride : 
Impoltor doe not charge raoft innocent nature 
As if (he would her children (hould be riotous 
With her abundance, fhe good catereflc 
Means her provifion only to the good 
That live according to her fober laws 
And holy didtate of fpare Temperance , 
If every juft man that now pines witli want 
Had but a modetate, and beffeeming {hare 
Of that which Invdy-pamper'd Luxurie 
Now heaps upon fome few with vaft ekceffe, 
Natures full blfeiBngs would be well difpent't. 
In unfuperfltious even proportion. 
And ihc.no whit^ncombcr'd with her ftoi^. 

And 
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And then the giver would be better thank' t. 
His praife due paid, for fwinifli gluttony 
Ne're looks to heav'n amidlt his gorgeous feaft, 
But with belotted bafc ingratitude 
Cramms , and hlafphcmes his feeder. Shall I goe on 1 
Or have I faid enough i to him that dares 
Arme his profane tongue with reproachfull words 
AgaJnft the Sun- clad power of Chaftitie 
Faine would I fomething fay, yet to what endtf 
Thou haft nor Eare , nor Soule to apprehend 
The fublime notion, and high myfterie 
That muft be utter'd to unfold the fage 
And feriousdo(5trineofVirginitie, 
And thou art worthy that thoU fhoiildftnot know 
More hapineffe then this thy praefcnt lot. 
Enjoy your deere Wit, and gayRhetorick 
That hath fo well beene taught her dazling fence. 
Thou art not fit to heare thy felfe convinc't ; 
Yet fliould I trie, the uncoutrouled worth 
Of this purecaufe would kindle my rap'tfpirits 
To fuch a flame of facrcd vehenience , 
That dumb things would be mov'dto fympathizc. 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerves,and (hake, 
Till all thy m^gick ftru<5turds rear d fo high 
Were fhatter'd into heaps ore thy falfehead. 
Co. She fables nor, I fecle that I doe feare 
Her words fct off by fome fuperior power ; 
And though not mortall, yet a cold fhuddring dew 
Dips me all o' e, as when the wrath ot Tove 
Speaks thunder, and the chaines o^Enhui 
To fome of Satm^ms crew. I muft diAcmble, 
And try her yet niore ftrongly. Come; no more, 

E 2 This 
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This Is tneere morall babble , and dirf^' 
Againft the canon laws of our. foundation , 
I muft not fuffer this , yet 'tis but the lees 
And fetlings of a melancholy blood ; 
But this will cure all ftreight, one fip of this 
Will bathe the drooping fpirits in delight 
Beyond the blifle of dreams, Be wife, and tafl;. — 

The brothers rujh in mth frvords dvAxvne ^ wreB his 
gUffe out of his handy and breake ft againfi the 
ground i, hisroutmakefigneefrefiBaucey but are 
all driven in j the attendant Spirit comes in, 

Spir, What, have you let the falfe-enchanter fcape i 
O yee miftooke, yee fliould have Inatcht his wand 
And bound him taft; without his rod revcrs't. 
And backward mutters of diflevering power 
Wee cannot free the Ladie that fits here 
In ftonie.fetters fixt, and motionlefle 5 
Yet ftay, be not difturb'd, now I bethinVe me. 
Some other meanes I have \vhich may be us'd. 
Which once of CMelibam old I learnt 
The footheft fl)cpheard that ere pipe'ton plains. 

There is a gentle nymph not farre from hence 
Thatwithjnoift curb fways the finooth Scyern ftreanj^ 
Sakrina is her name , a virgin pure-y 
Whilome.fhee was the daughter of i^rr/W 5 
That had the fcepter from hisTather Brute. 
She guiltlefle damfell flying the mad purlijitr 
Of her enraged {ke}pdim,Guendo/e» .. 
Commended her faire innocence to the flood 
That ftay'd her flight with hiscroflfe-flowing courfe. 

The 
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The water Nymphs that in the bottome playd 
Held up their pearled wriftsand tooke her in , 
Bearing her ftraite to aged Nereus hall 
Who piteous of her woes reatd her lanke head. 
And gave her to his d^ghtersto imbathe 
In ne(aar'd lavers ftrewd with afphodil , 
And through the porch, and inlet of each fenfe 
Dropt in ambrofialoylestill (hereviv'd , 
And underwent a quicke , immortall change 
Made goddcfle of the river ; ftill fhe retaines 
Her maiden gentleneflfe, and oft at eve 
Vifits the heards along the twilight meadows, 
Helping all urchin blafts , and ill lucke fignes 
That the fbrewd medling elfe delights to make, 
Which fhe with precious viold liquors healcs. 
For which the fliepheards at their feftivalls 
Carroll her goodneflc Jowd in rafticke layes , 
And throw fweet garland wreaths into her ftreamc 
Of pancies, pinks, and gaudie dafifadills. 
And, as the old Swainefaid, fhe.can unlockc 
The clafping charme, and thaw the numming fpell. 
If fhe be right invoVt in warbled Song , 
For maidenhood fhe loveSj and willbe fwift 
To aid a virgin fuch as was her fclfe 
In hard befetting need , this will I trie 
Andaddc the power of fomeadjuring verfe. 



SsheinAfairt 

Ljfieft where thm art. fitting 
Vfi^nheglafne , ewle » tranjlucen* wAvi, 

l9 tvifiedhaids rfUllies knitting 
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The loofe traine oftiy amber-dropping hdre , 

Lifienfor deare honours fake 

Ceddej^eofthefilverUke 

Lifiena/id fave. 
Lifted and appeare to u; 
In name of great OceamSy 
By tfi earth (haku^ Nepiun's mace 
And 7ethjs grave majerticke pace, 
hy hoineUerevs wrincled Jooke , 
And the Carpathian wifards hooke , 
By fcalie Tntofis winding /hell. 
And old footb faying Glaueus fpell , 
"By Leucothed'j ovely hands. 
And her Ton that rules the ftrands, 
By r^f/fef tinfel-flipper d feet 5 
And the fongs of Sirens fweet , 
By dead rarthenepe's deare tomb. 
And hixQLigea's golden comb. 
Wherewith ihe fits on diamond rocks 
Sleeking her foft alluring locks , 
ByalltheiV)';»;>^j that nightly dance 
Vponthy ftreams with wilie glance. 
Rife, rife and heave thy rofie head 
From thy coral-paven bed , 
And bridle in thy headlong wave 
Till thou our fummons anuverd have. 

Liftcn and fave. 

Sabritta rifes attended by water Nimpiies and (ittgs. 

hy the rujhie fringed banke, 

where growes the willow and the ofrer danda 
LMypding tharietftayes, 

Thick 
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Thkke fet with agat , and the azur/u Jhtfae 
Oftuyhkit blew , and Emrouldgrem 
That in the chanmlljlrayest 
Whilfifrom off the waters fleet 
ihus I fet mj frintleffe feet 
Ore the copi^flips velvet head. 
That bends not a6 1 tread y 
Gentle fwaine at thy re([»eft 
I am here. 

Spir. Goddcfledeare 
Wcc implore thy powertull hand 
To undoe the charm dband 
Of true virgin here diftreft. 
Through the force , and through the wi!c 
Of unbleft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepheard tis my office beil 
To helpe infnarcd chaftitic i 
Brighteft Ladielookc on me. 
Thus I fprinckleon thy breft 
Drops that from my fountaine pure 
I have kept of precious cure, 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip, 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip. 
Next this marble venom'd fcate 
Smear'd with gummes of glutcnous heate 
I touch with chad palmes moift andcold, 
Now the fpell hath loft his hold. 
And I muft haft ere morning houre 
To waitein t^m^hitrite's bowrc. 



SabrinA 
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Sabrimdefcends and the ladierffesHS 
ofherfcate. 

Spir. Virgin, daughter of ZwrrZ/w 
Sprung of old Anchifes^'Z 
May thy brimmed waves for this 
Their f iill tribute never mifle 
From a thoufand pettic nils , 
That tumble downc the fnowie hills ; 
Summer drouth , or finged aire 
Never fcorch thy treflcs fairc , 
Nor wet Oftobers torrent flood 
Thy molten cryftallfiU with muddc , 
May thy billowcs row le a flioare 
The beryll, and the golden ore. 
May thy loftie head be crowft'd 
With many a to wer, and terrafle round. 
And hereand there thy banks updn 
With groves ofmy rrhCjand cinnamon. 

Come Ladie while'heaven lends us grace > 
Letusflythiscurfed place, 
I^ft the forcerer us intice 
Witbfbme other new device. 
Notawafi-jOrnccdlefre found 
Till we cometo holyer ground , 
I fliall be your iaitMuU guide 
Through this gloomic covert wide ^ 
And not many furlongs thence- 
Is your Fathers refidpnce ^ 
Where this night are met in ftatc 
Many*freind togratulate 

His 
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His wifli't ptefencc ,and befide 
All the Swains that there abide , 
With liggs, and rurall dance refort. 
Wee fliall catch them attheir fport , 
And our fuddaine comming there 
Will double alltheir mirth, and chere. 
Come let us haft the ftarrs are high 
fiutnightHcs monarch yctia the mid skie« 

The Scene changes frefeating Ludlm tovtm *»d the 
Prejidents Caftle,thenc9metnC0itntrie duncersy af- 
ter them the attendant Spirit rvitb the tm Brothers 
andtheLadi£» 

Song. 

Spir. Backjhefheardsjlaek enough yonrfUj , 
Till next Sun-fliine holiday , 
Here be mthout duck or nod. 
Other triflings to be trod 
of ligjhter toes^ andfuch Comguife 
As Mercury didfirU dervife 
With the minting Dryades 
On the larvns , tmd t» the leas. 

This fecond Song prxfents them 

to their father and mother. 

Noble Lord, and Lady bright^ 
I have brought: yee new delight. 
Here behold Co goodly growne. 
Three f aire branches, of your owne , 
Heav'n hath timely iri'd their youth , 
7h(irfaith, their patience, dnd their trmh^ 

V Jtfld 
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Andfeni themhertthmtgh hardapp 
Wtth 4 ctome of-deathlepPraife, 

To triujupk in vielorious dance 
OrefenfmU Felly, md Intemperance. 

Theda^cu pded, the<Sfmt fipHogt&est 

Sfir. To the Ocean now I-flie, 
Aod thofe bajjpie 'dimes that lie 
Where day never (huts his eye, 
Vp in the broad fields of the sTties 
There 1 fuck the Kquid ayre 
All amidft the gardens faire 
Of He^erus , and his daughters three 
That hng about the golden tree. 
Along the cjriQjed (hades , and bowres 
Rcvejls the fpriice atidjocond Springy 
The Graces^ and the ro(ie-l)ofora'd Howrcs. 

Thither all their bounties bring. 

That there atternall Summer wfells 

And weft winds, with muslcb wing 

About the cedar'n alleys fling 

•N(ird„ and CaJitA's balmie ftnells. 

7ris there vi\m humid bow 

Waters iihc odorous banks that blow 

Flowers of more mingled hew 

Then herpurfl'd fc$rfe can flicw. 

And drenches with Eiyfun dew 

(Lift raortalls, ifydiir cares be true) 

Beds oi Hyacmtb,'3.ndi rofes) 

Where young Adonu.i^ repofes^ 

Waxing well of his de6pe wound 

la flunroer foJr, ohd (Jiigthcgtound 

Sadly 
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Sadly fits {\iAffymn Queene 5 
But farrc above in fpangled fheene 
Celeftiall Cttptdlcxx fam'dSofiadvant't, 
Holds hisdeareP/5'f^^ fweetititranc't 
After her wandring labours long. 
Till free confent the gods among 
Make her his eternal! Bride > 
And from her faire unrpotted fide 
Two blifsfuU twins are to be borne , 
Youth, and loyj lb /«'»« hath fworne. 

But now my taske is fmoothly done, 
I can. fly , or 1 can run 
Quickly to the grcene earths end , 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth beiad. 
And from thence can foare as foone 
To the corners of the Moone. 

Mortalls that would follow me, 
Love vertue, flie alone is free. 
She can teach yee how to clime 
Higher then the Sphserie chime ; 
Or if vertue feeble were 
Heav'n it fclfc would floope to her. 



The frinci^aB pfrfons in this Maske 5 wen 

The Lord B r a c l y , 7 The Lady Ai i cb 

M'. ThomasEoertonjJ Ege rton. 
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